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respected as a philologian and geographer, was Professor
and Pro-Rector of the Gymnasium or High School.
Here the boy received his earliest instruction and his
first conscious impressions of the world and life.    The
fact that his father was a friend of Ludwig Jahn's must
have had some influence  on his riper   youth.    The
subjects for which he showed the greatest aptitude at
school were mathematics and natural philosophy; and as
the time for choosing a profession drew near he first
wished to become a sailor and afterwards an architect.
His parents on the other hand preferred  one  of the
learned professions; and he decided to adopt the study
of  the law, for  which purpose he went   to Berlin
University*   Here he found in progress the well known
conflict between the historical and philosophical schools,
between Savigny and Gans.    He threw in his lot with
the latter, and occupied himself diligently with the
stud}7 of  Hegel,  their   chief   master.    Subsequently,
however, his inclination for philosophy cooled down,
and he devoted himself exclusively to jurisprudence.
From  1338 to  1843  he was  engaged in   the   chief
Provincial Court at KoesKn, and in the latter year was
appointed Assessor in the Court at Stolp, which town
returned  him  as   its representative to the Prussian
National Assembly in March, 1848, and a year later to
the Parliament   which   had in   the   meantime   been
created.    Up to 1840 there had practically been no
public life in Prussia in the present sense of the words.
The new representative from Further Pomerania was a
jurist, whose education had been in the main confined
to civil law, and who had had no' experience whatever
of affairs of State,    Moreover he had read Rotteck and
Welcker in his leisure hours, and had with his inborn
thoroughness assimilated their views on history and